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Among these were the roads from Westminster and Blackfiiars Bridges
which opened up parts of Lambeth and St George's Fields. Still more
important was the New Road from Paddington to Islington. This was
made across fields in 1756-7 and different sections of it are now known
as the Marylebone Road, Euston Road and Pentonville Road. After
1750 Marylebone grew rapidly, and various building estates were
developed in the parish of St Pancras opened up by the New Road.
Speculative builders built on St George's Fields.
During this second half of the century roads and improvement Acts
for opening thoroughfares and clearing away dilapidated and obstruc-
tive buildings and the great increase of warehouses in the City and the
bordering parishes on the north and east reduced the population of the
central parts of London, a process which was hastened towards the end
of the century by the migration of families from the City to the newer
parts of London, especially Marylebone and St Pancras. The building
of the London Docks cleared away a number of small and insanitary
dwellings.	^/C" *2-	1)71 £-*
The dominant fact in the development of London from the time of
Elizabeth has been the cleavage between the East and West, accentuated
by the position of the City between the two. Many factors have com-
bined to produce this, and the process once started has been cumulative:
as poor people flocked into a district the well-to-do withdrew.6 While
West London was developed largely by the laying out of streets and
squares on long leases, regulated by private and local Acts, East
London grew obscurely, its development apparently influenced by the
customs (confirmed by statute) of the great liberty of the manors of
Stepney and Hackney, by which the copy-holders were empowered to
grant leases of thirty-one years without fine to the lord of the manor,
under penalty of forfeiture of the copy-hold if a longer lease was
granted.
Stow complains that forty years before he wrote there were no houses
from St Katherine's eastwards along the river, while in 1598 there was
'a continual street or filthy strait passage with alleys of small tenements
or cottages built, inhabited by sailors' victuallers, almost to Ratcllffe.
.. J The road from Aldgate to Whitechapel Church had likewise been
built along and the adjoining: common field was also "pestered with
cottages and alleys".

